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ISSUE FEATURING

SPRING Up and Coming Stars, New Puppies, Stud Dogs, Brood Bitches

SUMMER SCA National 2025

FALL Performance,  Companion & Service Dogs

WINTER The Holiday Season & Our Veterans

Feature Schedule 2025:
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Blast From The Past
Blast from the Past from the Archives! Enjoy these clips from the Summer of 2004 SCA's Top 

Schipperkes SCA Member owned dogs and bitches as of July 31, 2004
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Blast From The Past
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This article is from the Summer 2005 issue of the Bulletin. It summarizes an owner's discovery and journey 
with her Schip who was diagnosed with MPSIIIB. This article has been transcribed, some errors may be 
present. 

Trooper Update- Nancy Baldree
It was summer of 2003 when I get a very sad letter from my breeder, after owning a new schipperke puppy 
for about 5 months, to inform me of a fatal, genetic, neurological disease (MPSIII-b) newly found in this 
breed just a few short months earlier. It was a heart wrenching letter to state that my puppy, trooper, could 
be carrying the gene for the disease. I followed her instructions on what to do to determine if trooper was 
normal, a carrier, or an affected dog. I acted immediately with the help of my veterinarian and sent his 
blood work to the University of Pennsylvania.

When the phone rang early one evening six days after blood was sent to the university I checked with the 
caller ID and dread hit me instantly. It was Dr. Ellinwood from the university. I recognized his name from a 
video I had seen regarding the disease my vet had loaned me. I knew this wasn't going to be good news. I 
was told that my darling little Schipperke pup was an affected dog. He informed me that trooper would 
seem normal but deterioration would be inevitable by age 2. He also wanted to let trooper go to be studied 
at the university with a colony of affected Schipperkes. I told Dr. Ellinwood that my dog had a daily job of 
doing 8 hours of therapy work five days a week and politely refused. What an emotional couple of weeks 
that was in the summer of 2003.

I found myself in denial that anything was wrong with my dog would sit and stare for long periods of time to 
see if there were any changes in him. He was an active therapy dog in a busy Medical Center. He loved 
going to work period I had a hard time convincing myself that were reality of his future. I prayed for a 
miracle. When he was approximately a year old his coat started changing. It wasn't the shiny black 
typically scene and healthy skips. His coat became a reddish Gray and always blowing his coat, Grey fur 
coming out with his daily grooming. He also started becoming more irritable with other schips in the house. 
He was alpha but becoming intolerable of even their existence. My other three Schips would avoid him at 
all costs. He continued to have an excellent temperament with people, especially with patients at the 
center.

At age 2, trooper was not able to maneuver on the couch. I placed step stools in front of the furniture and 
bought a ramp for the bed. His gait was becoming more awkward. His hind legs would move in an erratic 
fashion. When he ran his hind legs would fly in the air away from his body a very unusual and distressing 
sight to see. His irritability with my other dogs continued and with any other dog he would encounter.
I was contacted by a fellow schip friend who knew of a dog being treated with herbals for this disease. This 
vet and schip were in New York. I obtained information on the vet and had telephone conversations with 
him. My current vet would not consider participating with Chinese medicine. I searched for a vet who would 
help me in obtaining these herbs as the vet in New York had one stipulation and was that he would only 
prescribe through another vet. I found a wonderful vet about 30 miles from home who practiced holistic 
care in Chinese herbs. I started trooper on the herbs March 2004. Trooper was kept on these herbs for a 
year when I made the decision to take him off as he continued as he continued to deteriorate regardless. 
He continues to keep his holistic vet on the Eastern Shore of Maryland. 

Trooper will celebrate his third birthday on November 14th, 2005. He is unable to run but trots quite well. 
He knows he can't climb stairs anymore and waits patiently for help going up stairs to bed. His weight has 
declined to 7 lbs. He has retired from therapy work but will occasionally visit a hospital in Baltimore City. 
His love for impaired adults is still evident. He is an incredibly smart Schipperke whose life may be 
shortened by a genetic defect, But he's lived and taught me more than most human beings.

From the Archives: 
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Good luck 
to all at

the Nationals!
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SCA 4Q 2024 Top Ten Performance
Submitted by Kathy Swan

Points are a simple total of qualifying run scores.
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