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BIS BISS GCHG DeLamer Salt Heir

Napoleon has captured the hearts of many. A multiple Best In Show & Specialty winner, he is 
currently ranked #1 Schipperke All-Breed System.

Thanks to the many judges who have recognized his stunning, square silhouette, beautiful coat 
pattern, lovely expression and ear set and true Schipperke movement, including Dana Cline, 

Jeffrey Ryman, Debra Long Gschwender & Gary Andersen. We look forward to 2024.

Owned by: Geri Gerstner-Hart - Malagold Schipperkes & Golden Retrievers
     &

Bred & Co-owned by: Krista Nuovo-Roe - DeLamer Schipperkes

Exquisitely handled by Kellie Miller
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Beverly

President’s Message

Beverly Henry
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Well, this will be my last President's message. We have accomplished a lot during my term and while 
I think I do a good job as President; but it is not a job I enjoy so I asked the Nominating Committee 
not to nominate me for President this year. I am sure Virginia will do a great job. I want to send a big 
thank you to all of you who served on the board with me this term. You have been great to work with 
and I think we have served the club and the breed well. I want to give a special thanks to Gary 
Hester, our treasurer. He has done a superb job as treasurer and stepping up to help out with the 
online store and MembershipWorks when we got our new website.

I will be your new Corresponding Secretary this coming term, it will probably be the last time I will be 
th

on the SCA board. It will be the 6  consecutive term for me this time around so I will then have to sit 
out a year, by then I will be 88 when next eligible to run. We have lots of qualified members in this 
club who can step up and take my place. I will say that Corresponding Secretary is my favorite job 
for the club.

thThe election ballots were counted on February 6 . The results are:

                        President – Virginia Larioza – 133 votes

                        Vice President – Katharine Baptiste Lazurka – 141 votes

                        Corresponding Secretary – Beverly Henry – 115 votes

                                                                    Kathy Navarrete – 72 votes

                        Recording Secretary – Lee Ann Stusnick – 142 votes

                        Treasurer – Gary Hester – 149 votes

                        Director:

                                    Kimbra Fickas – 90 votes

                                    Maureen Garrity – 143 votes

                                    Melissa Grueninger – 102 votes

                                    Lisa Haines – 78 votes

                                    Krista Nuovo-Roe – 89 votes

                                    Julia Ficklen Sadler – 104 votes

                                    Larry Wolfe – 91 votes

My hope for the future of the club and the membership is that we can stop the hatred that is brewing 
because of the tail issue. It serves the club and the breed no good to be so divided. We can be nice 
to each other and still strongly believe in which ever choice we choose to practice. A Schipperke is 
still a Schipperke, with or without a tail.







Points are a simple total of qualifying run scores.
Regular Agility

1 CH MACH2 Delamer Windswept Island Escort CDX MXB2 MJC MFS TQX T2B Marion Johnson 1800 
pts

2 MACH3 Kurakuma's Dark Island Castle CD BN MXS2 MJC2 MFC TQX T2B Marion Johnson 1400 
pts

3 Foxnoir All That Jazz AX AXJ NF FCAT2 ACT2 SWN SIA SEA Catherine A Thistle 1000 
pts

4 MACH2 Captain Jack Meek Imp BN RN MXS MJS MFB TQX T2B FCAT3 SWN TKN Megan Lake 800 
pts

4 Coco Jack's Je�a Bear RA MX MXB MXJ MJB XF BCAT SCN CGCA TKA Sheryl Meyer 800 
pts

4 Westeve The Devil's Cut AX MXJ XF Joseph Sangenito 800 
pts

7 Blackfire Get Back Sweet Lore�a for Zephyr NA NAJ BCAT Megan Lake 470 
pts

8 CH Delamer Sailing Solo AX MXJ MXF Terry Sangenito 300 
pts

9 Coco Jacks Kayce Bear OA OAJ NF FCAT CGC TKN Sheryl Meyer 290 
pts

10 Rendezvous With Cannoli De Sang Bleu BCAT Deborah Bruner 95 pts

    

Preferred Agility

1 Look At Me De Sang Bleu MXPB MJP4 MJPB PAX MFP T2BP2 FCAT RATO Deborah Bruner 600 pts

2 CH Memyselfni For Blackfire De Sangbleu NJP NFP DCAT Deborah Bruner  370 pts

3 Tumbleweed's Something To Believe In MX MXB MXJ MJB OAP AJP XF OFP T2B2 TKN Lynn K Hartke 200 pts

  

Regular FAST

1 Westeve The Devil's Cut AX MXJ XF Joseph Sangenito 230 pts

2 Westeve Breakin' All The Rules NF Joseph Sangenito 202 pts

3 CH MACH2 Delamer Windswept Island Escort CDX MXB2 MJC MFS TQX T2B Marion Johnson  149 pts

4 CH Delamer Sailing Solo AX MXJ MXF Terry Sangenito  145 pts

5 Rendezvous With Cannoli De Sang Bleu BCAT Deborah Bruner   68 pts

   

SCA 4Q 2023 Top Ten Performance
Submitted by Kathy Swan
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Preferred FAST

1 CH Memyselfni For Blackfire De Sangbleu NJP NFP DCAT Deborah Bruner 134 pts

2 Look At Me De Sang Bleu MXPB MJP4 MJPB PAX MFP T2BP2 FCAT RATO Deborah Bruner 64 pts

3 Sunrise's Bonnie Schooner Harry AXP AJP NFP DCAT CGC TKN Janet M Su�on 62 pts

Obedience

1 RACH Kiara Kool Dude UDX OM2 RM2 RAE2 Kathy Sweet 771.5 
pts

2 Oasis The Dark Knight Of Mardeck BN RI DCAT CGCA Larry Wolfe Jr 189.5 
pts

                           

Rally

1 CH RACH2 Shadowlends Danzn Starz Winter Ice UD PCDX BN GN GO RM5 RAE5 RC Kathy Lytle 1492 
pts

2 GCHB CH Oasis Fasten Your Seat Belts CD RM RAE FCAT ACT1 ACT1J CGCA TKP FITB Larry Wolfe Jr 832 pts

3 Foxnoir Into Mischief RN BCAT Catherine A Thistle 395 pts

3 Oasis The Dark Knight Of Mardeck BN RI DCAT CGCA Larry Wolfe Jr  395 pts

5 Blk Diamond N K-Lee's Magic In The Air SWN SIE SCA TKI Karen Lee 189 pts

6 CH Oasis Legendary Enchantress RI DCAT CGCA TKI FITB Larry Wolfe Jr 185 pts

7 Lakewind Flyin' Canoe De Sang Bleu CD BN RE BCAT ACT2 FDCH CGCA TKA ATT Maureen Garrity 167 pts

8 Skydance's Olympic Crest Glory BN RE FDC CA FCAT5 RATS CZ8G CGCA CGCU TKP 
ATT FITB

Kathy Swan 160 pts

SCA 4Q 2023 Top Ten Performance
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For this edition of the Breeders Forum, folks who compete in various performance activities were asked 
how they choose a puppy. The folks who responded compete in all kinds of activities, from Rally, 
Obedience, Agility, NASDA, Scent Work, Fast Cat, Weight Pull, you name it. - Deb Bruner

Joe Sangenito 

First and foremost, I look for an outgoing personality. A puppy with no fear and a lot of energy. The one 
that's going to be a handful and keep you on your toes. I've been fortunate in that the breeder of my last 
2 dogs allowed me to interact with the puppies and pick the one I thought would be best suited for 
agility. Getting on the floor and playing with them really helped reveal their personalities. The ones I 
chose were the most rambunctious and vocal of their litters.  Watching them run and play can also 
provide some insight but it's difficult to assess their athleticism as most puppies move awkwardly at that 
young age.

Kathy Sweet

What do I look for in a puppy.  Great question. Since I am pretty much an obedience person, and have 
been for almost 50 years and have had different breeds ( Lab, Flat-Coated Retrievers, Brittanys, 
Schipperke and Poodle), here is my take on this subject.  

The first thing I look for is structure. Yes, believe it or not, if the dog is not put together well it will not hold 
up to do obedience. When I get a dog, my goal is a long term (hopefully 10 years or more) partner. So, 
structure is very important to me. I go and watch the breed I am interested in at dog shows, and find the 
dog/s that I think are put together and move well.  I then will go and talk to the person showing the dog. 
Most of the time for the breeds that I am interested in there are no obedience titled parents. My choice. I 
have found that many times these people think I am crazy for wanting to do this with the chosen breed. I 
have been told some crazy things!!  Like, they can't do that!! Or you are crazy for wanting to do that with 
this breed.  Like I said, my choice.  I have never been a person who works some of the more common 
obedience breeds.  Again, my choice. I like a breed that is relatively high energy. There have been some 
breeders who chose to not work with me, that is fine.  My requirements are:  male (only like the boys), 
not a single puppy, raised by mom (not humans), and I want the puppy at 8 weeks of age. There are a 
lot of breeders out there who will not sell you a puppy until they are 3, 4 or sometimes 6 months old.  
Sorry, doesn't work for me. I need to put a lot of work into a young puppy. They need to learn how to 
learn at a young age.

In today's technological world, it is wonderful to be able to see the puppies grow up. I like to see video's 
(if litter is not local) of puppies at least weekly from the time they are 2–3 weeks old. If local, I will go and 
play with puppies weekly. I look for how they interact with the other puppies in the litter, as well as how 
they interact with people.  I want the puppy that is outgoing, has good structure and movement. I lean 
towards the puppy that would rather play with people as opposed to the other puppies. Forty-nine day 
old puppies, it has been shown by many studies, is one of the best times to temperament test them. 
This is not always possible, but I do like to at least see a video of them at this time. I know that some 
things change on a puppy on a day to day basis, but if the breeder has any experience at all, they know 
each puppy very well and can tell you who that puppy is. It is usually the one they want to keep. That is 
the biggest problem when I am choosing a puppy. I have explained this to any breeder that I work with 
from the very start, so hopefully we can work it out.  I am more than willing to show the dog in the breed 
ring for a Championship if that is something the breeder wants.  Some of my thoughts on choosing a 
puppy.

Breeders Forum
Columnist
Deb Bruner
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Kathy Swan

I've owned Schipperkes for over 21 years. My Schips have earned over 700 sporting titles in many 
activities plus good citizen, temperament, farm dog and other certificates. They also have 110 agility 
championships in four venues. I bred five of the nine Schipperkes that I've competed with. We've done 
agility, Barn Hunt, coursing, FAST CAT, NASDA, Nose Work, obedience, Parkour, rally, Treibball, tricks 
and weight pull. 

When selecting a puppy to buy or keep, I want a confident pup most of all. Spending a lifetime 
cheerleading a dog is very draining for both individuals. This independence is tempered with their 
desire to be with me and play together. I competed in different sports with littermate sisters. Not all 
dogs want to play the same sports. I try multiple activities to see which ones the dog really likes. Most 
are willing to play anything with me. I look for an extra spark during the game.

The dog's conformation must be correct. Their legs, shoulders, hips and back are critical to 
performance. Function follows form. Size isn't as important to me as long as the dog is balanced. My 
dogs have all been on the larger size: the girls are all 12' and over and the males 13" plus. Health 
tested parents is an expected requirement. 

Having an on and off switch is more difficult to see in a young pup (I like to bring mine home at 8 weeks 
if not born here). The ability to settle is very important in both sports and at home. Often dogs that are 
promoted as being good agility prospects are simply out of control. My dogs must also live nicely 
together. I've kept from four to six Schips for the past 16 years with peaceful coexistence.

Sheryl Meyer

1. Overall the pup needs to be structurally sound.
2. A good strong back end. Since the speed and drive power come from the back side,   I like a little 

stronger back side.  
3. I also think the rear should be slightly higher. I know especially with schipps conformation does not 

want a little higher back end, but that goes with a stronger back end in my opinion for better 
performance.   

4. I also wanted the most spunky, independent dog of the litter. I want the most confident dog I can 
get. I want the dog that can be by themselves and doesn't have to stay right with the pack. I want 
the “alpha” in the litter. I like the little stubborn LBD's.  

5. Finally, looking for strong toy drive, tugging, chasing, etc.   

Deb Bruner

For me, choosing a pup for performance involves many things, including structure, temperament, toy 
play, confidence, and curiosity.  But before even looking at pups, I have considered the breeder and the 
type of Schips that breeder produces. Granted, as I've gained experience over the years my criteria 
regarding breeders and puppies has evolved, but first and foremost I want to see Schips with great 
temperament, health testing, and I want  Schips raised in the home. 

Meeting the dam and sire of the pups is helpful in evaluating a pup for performance: I like to see 
“parents” with the same qualities I'm looking for in a pup. I want an outgoing pup, one who likes to 
engage with me; I do not want a wallflower or a pup who seems easily startled. As mentioned above,  I 
also want the pup to be raised in a home environment and not in a separate building or kennel. Pups 
need to be exposed to lots of attention and home sounds; again, I want to see a desire to bond with 
humans and a pup who is more curious about sudden noises as opposed to being fearful of them. 
Being raised in a home environment is best for preparing the pup for life's surprises. 
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Taking a pup between 8-10 weeks old is ideal. I know a number of breeders like to hang onto pups 
much later than this to see how they develop for the show ring, and I also have been told by some 
breeders  that they feel giving a pup up before all the vaccines are given is “risky.”  For me, the longer a 
pup spends with a breeder, the less time I have to start teaching that pup games with an eye for things 
like agility and for building teamwork. The puppy socialization window is short and many behaviorists 
have stated it starts to close at around 16 weeks if not earlier. I'm happy that my vets recognize that 
(many older vets do not, I have noticed.) I strive to get my pup “out and about” (safely, of course, until 
fully vaccinated) and exposed to everything I can think of to lay the foundation for things like noisy trial 
environments or shows. The older the pup, the more likely I may encounter some issues I may want to 
untrain/retrain, which is far more difficult than working with a blank slate, so-to-speak. 

I have been offered – and in some cases taken – dogs as old as three years old and put them in agility 
training and it's a double-edged sword: while the adult dog can begin working on jumps and equipment 
right away, the adult attitude can be a challenge to shape. With a puppy I can shape the attitude as I 
see fit and I don't have to deal with any mental baggage that may come with an adult. 

Schipperkes are not difficult to train, contrary to what some breeders say. Again, it goes back to 
working with a pup at an early age to shape the behaviors a person wants. If  a Schip, or any dog for 
that matter, is left to its own devices, then yes, you may  encounter attitudes that are not conducive to 
learning and training, so I go back to emphasizing working with pups from an early age. 

Tails provide balance in addition to communication with humans and other dogs. Now that I have a pup 
with a tail, it's SO much easier to gauge how my pup is feeling. Without a tail, a person has to rely on 
attitude and perhaps some facial expressions which is far more challenging. Leaving dewclaws on also 
helps with balance. My rehab vet has told me that tail docking and dewclaw removal not only create 
trauma in the moment but very likely long-lasting nerve pain. 

When Kathy Swan raised the puppies from a breeding we did (Jenny x Cannoli), Kathy followed the 
Puppy Culture protocol and as a result all four pups are ideally suited to anything we may want to 
venture into with them. Puppy Culture is a phenomenal puppy-raising program and I would love to see 
more breeders invest in it. 
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My original article appeared in the Fall 2021 Bulletin. In it, I shared the experience 
of the first North American Sport Dog Association (NASDA) trial held in Washington 
State. A lot has changed since that August weekend. The organization has grown 
as have the number of Schipperkes competing.

More Clubs, Judges & Trials 
As of December 31, 2023, there are 94 clubs in 29 states plus 21 clubs in five 
Canadian provinces. Most clubs are approved and several are still provisional. 
Here in Washington State, we have grown to ten clubs. There are 116 NASDA 
judges in 25 states plus 22 judges in four Canadian provinces. There are 11 
judges in WA State (4 licensed, 2 provincial and 6 apprentice). One judge also 
judges Barn Hunt; two are also Scent Work judges. 

“NASDA as an organization has some growing pains but will continue to evolve and improve. It's only a 
matter of time until there are opportunities to compete in NASDA in every state in the U.S. 

(as well as in every province in Canada).”  Deb Bruner

We’ve had 215 trials in WA since August 2021, with another 40 already scheduled for 2024. Clubs can 
offer two, three or more trials in a day. This can quickly increase the number of opportunities for teams. 
A couple western WA clubs hold mid-week and single day weekend trials. One or all classes can be 
offered in each trial. Clubs aren’ required to offer all levels.

A common trial format is to have trials simultaneously. For example, Trailing & Location Level 1 
handler would run Judge Mary’s course and immediately walk over to Judge Donna for trial 2. Multiple 
dog/handler teams would be judges at the same time. When all of Level 1 is complete, hides are set 
for Level 2. In Puppy Aptitude, Level 1 and Level 2 courses, the hide locations are known to the 
handler. In Level 3 and higher, the hides are blind. Handlers are not allowed to see where the quarry 
boxes are. This presents a problem for handlers with multiple dogs. Only one reset (moving the boxes 
to a new location) is done. Exhibitors may use handlers not entered in the class to work their additional 
dogs.

More Schipperkes 
Registrations of Schipperkes have greatly increased. There are 24 Schipperkes registered with 
NASDA, SCA members own 18 of them and 14 of those live here in western Washington. Nineteen 
Schips earned a total of 61 titles. Due to our early start in the game, dogs belonging to Deb Bruner, 
Janet Sutton and I have earned 51 of those titles. The three dogs with the most titles (six) are my girls 
Glory (Skydance's Olympic Crest Glory) and Missy (Olympic Crest Ain’ Misbehavin’) plus Deb Bruner’s 
Peeps (Look at Me de Sang Bleu). Janet’s Tundra (Blackfire's Thunderball) has five and her Schooner 

(Sunrise's Bonnie Schooner Harry) has four titles. The other dogs 
with four titles are Deb’s Ace (Willow's My Aim Is True) and Elzee 
(Memyselfni for Blackfire de Sang Bleu) plus my Jenny (Casablanca 
JJ Meek Imp) and Julee (Olynpic Crest Jubilee). My Gracie (Olympic 
Crest Amazing Grace) and Deb’s Cannoli (Rendezvous With Cannoli 
de Sang Bleu Willow's Who'll ) each have three titles and her Blitzen (
Stop the Rain?) has two. Six Schips have no titles. The remaining six 
dogs have one or two titles. I believe six more titles were earned in 
January 2024 by our WA dogs, including the first Level 3 title by 
Peeps (Ul3).

NASDA: Two-Years Later 
by Kathy Swan

Kathy & Julee
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More Bonuses 
Schipperkes are very well represented in our western Washington trials. We are usually the breed 
with the most entries (just like the first trial in 2021). Dogs of all sizes compete for the High in Class. 
Originally, there was only a 10 point High in Class award. Now there are placements. First place is 
currently 15 extra points, second place is 10 points, third place is 5 and fourth place receives 1 point. 
There are also Best of Breed bonuses if there are two to four of the same breed in the same class; a 
5 point bonus is added. Breeds with five to nine dogs in a class would have the 5 points bonus and 3 
points for the second highest scoring. If there are ten or more dogs, a 1 point third place is added. 
Teams must earn the minimum qualifying score of 20 points in order to receive bonuses. Schooner 
has been racking up the points with Best of Breed and High in Class in Urban Locating Level 3. He’ 
earning 45 points for those runs. 

More titles 
NASDA has additional titling options. All classes now have Grand Champion level beyond the Master 
title. The Master Champion titles exist to test a team’s endurance skills. The Grand Championship is 
elevated higher, and so are the rats, up to 9 feet above the ground.  
In 2022, Urban Challenge games were added. There are six challenges that involve locating rats in a 
quarry cage. They are designed to test and challenge handling skills in Urban Locating. They are 
level 2 or higher in difficulty.

1. Distance –the handler may not step past the start line until a confirmed find.
2. You Make the Call –the handler calls “at”or “lert”when the hide has been found.
3. Elusive Rat –a hide that may be elevated or inaccessible.
4. One or None –an urban search that may have one hide or none.
5. Silence –no talking or mouth sounds after the initial search cue at the start line.
6. Roll of the Dice –a random draw to select which two games are combined.

 The following year, similar games were added to Lost Item recovery (distance, you make the call, 
elusive etc). Both sets Challenge Games have separate titling paths similar to other classes. Earning 
100 points in a specific challenge is required to receive a level 1 title. Challenge games have bonuses 
for placement with 3 or more dogs competing. First place receives 10 points, second is 9 points and 
so on to tenth place receiving 1 point.

Schips are competing in nearly every class. Urban Location and Trailing and Locating are the most 
popular classes.  I’m not aware of any Schips Peeps is the only Schip to earn Urban Challenge titles.
in the Lost Item Challenge games nor have any begun Master level yet. It will only be a mater of time, 
especially since Peeps finished UL3.



Versatile Level Champion Titles are designed to 
acknowledge and reward those dogs that are able to 
successfully compete in Trailing, Urban, and Brace levels. Any 
dog completing all class titles at each level shall receive a 
Level Championship title. There are two Schipperke Bronze 
Champions, my brace team of Glory and Missy.

Puppy Aptitude Tests (PAT) is a fun way to start playing 
NASDA with a youngster. Puppies over four months and under 
nine months are eligible for this optional titling level. Dogs 6 
months of age or older on the date of the test can start in 
Level I. I opted to start Julee (Olympic Crest Jubilee) in the 
PATs. She was four month and a week old when I entered her 
in the Lost Item and Shed tests. To increase her fun (and the 
odds of passing), she ran in two trials of each. 
In Lost Item, puppies are allowed to search for either a 
handler scented item from the Level I list or a favorite toy. I 
brought toys. The search area is small (100-300 square feet) 
and done on leash. The first area was in a garage. Julee was 

happily exploring when she hit on a familiar odor, her beloved “kunky”toy! She was so excited to find it 
in a new place (please note, I’ done no prior training with her). She passed and earned her first title, 
LPAT. During her second search, when she’ leave the search area (defined with soccer cones), I’ say 
her name. Since she was also in STAR puppy class, she would come to me and sit. When time was 
called (one minute is allowed), she was just two feet away from her toy raccoon. 

Next was her hunt for an antler. The SPAT search area is much larger 1,500-2,000 square feet with 
the same one minute search time. As luck would have it, the neighbors turned their goats out just as 
we approached the search area in the adjacent woods. Julee spent her time watching goat TV, 
playing with a stick and sniffing moss. We moved to the second search area deeper in the woods. I 
showed her another antler and we began. This time she found the shed and then played with a stick. 
Gotta love a puppy enjoyment of life.

Julee was seven months old when she searched for her first rats in UPAT. Since her last hunts, she 
had graduated from STAR Puppy and earned a Training Level Parkour title. Julee met rats in the 
summer while visiting SchaSam Farm but hadn’ searched for any. Her first search was among a 
forest of office furniture on pallets outside. She didn’ hesitate to locate the quarry box within the 100-
250 square foot area. Julee only took 17.5 seconds in the second search! 

The following month she went to the trail for rats. In TPAT, 
the search area is 500-1,000 square feet. Julee enjoyed 
romping in the field on the long line while visiting the judge 
and photographer. She timed out and was shown the 
quarry box by the tree. We moved on to the next trial area. 
This time she ignored the people and found her rats in the 
shrub and became the first Schip to earn all four PAT titles.

“Unlike agility where the handler provides the cues, 
in NASDA a handler's job is to let the dog take the 
lead and that has been sometimes challenging but 
always rewarding. Learning to hang back and 
provide support for my Schips as they problem 
solve and chase scent is truly wonderful. I very 
much enjoy this kind of teamwork.” Deb Bruner

Deb Bruner

Found the rats.
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I entered Julee in Level 1 Urban Locating at this trial. The first hide was in a file cabinet drawer left 
ajar. The area is twice as big, now 250-500 square feet and she had two minutes to hunt. We were in 
a craft room of a children’s campground. She explored the space and brought me a few trinkets she 
found (scrap of paper and other small items) before discovering the rats. She passed with a few faults 
(cleaning the floor is not a recognized NASDA skill). Her second search area was in a bunkhouse. 
She was all business; however the rats presented a puzzle for her. She checked where the box had 
been for the previous searches (residual odor) and followed the odor into the hallway. I called her 
back because that was outside of the search area. She picked up the odor and went back to the 
hallway. This time when she reentered the room she caught the scent behind the door and quickly 
found the quarry box. Those tricky rats couldn’t fool her! Julee is now taking NASDA lessons. I have a 
timeslot where I can rotate all four of my girls to work on various skills. 

Look for NASDA in your area. We’ve had NASDA trials at AKC events in our area. Happy hunting.

Resources:
NASDA Dog Registration:  h�p://nasda.dog/registra�on
NASDA Master Handbook:      h�ps://nasda.dog/NASDAResources/NASDA_Master_Handbook
NASDA Online Lost Item Titling:  h�p://nasda.dog/lio�tle

Rainy Search

Up a tree

Ace at the startline
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September 2018, AKC launched the AKC Fit Dog program where dog owners 
who walk a specified distance with their dogs can receive a free AKC Fit Dog car 
magnet. It has been a great success and now the program has expanded to 
recognize AKC Fit Dog Clubs, Fit Dog Courses and Fit Dog Titles. 

According to the AKC website “when dog owners are asked about activities they 
like to do with their dogs, the most common responses are to take their dog for a 
walk and to play ball (fetch) with the dog.”This is the back-story of the two latest 
AKC titling opportunities in the AKC Family Dog Program. Canine Good Citizen, the 
very first program in AKC Family Dog. CGC, along with the advanced levels of AKC 
Community Canine and Urban CGC, teach basic skills such as sit, down, come, and walk on a leash. 
All these skills are needed for other AKC Family Dog activities. 

Now more than ever, fitness is important for both dogs and people. Pets recognize all the same health 
benefits of physical activity that humans do. Increased performance, decreased risk of injury, lowered 
stress levels, better sleep habits, and a healthier body and mind. More than 50% of dogs in the US are 
overweight. 20% of those dogs are considered clinically obese. The most commonly recommended 
exercise to improve fitness is walking. Walking is considered a safe activity that improves muscular 
strength, circulation, memory, weight loss, increases energy, helps with sleep, and reduces stress. The 
American Heart Association recommends walking a minimum of 150 minutes per week. Participation in 
the AKC Fit Dog program will bring health benefits to both people and dogs. I’e followed a friend’s 
weekly walks with her dogs for a few years. She posts photos of their adventures. They’e thriving.

AKC Fit Dog clubs may be approved from existing AKC clubs, independent dog training schools, and 
other dog related clubs and organizations. These are local groups which meet and accomplish certain 
fitness goals together with their dogs. To promote health and fitness for dogs and their owners, AKC Fit 
Dog clubs either conduct at least four group fitness walks per year, or do regularly scheduled canine 
fitness/conditioning classes. I found a couple of Fit Dog clubs on Facebook and my girls have 
participated on their virtual walks.  

Fit Dog Courses are just one of the ways a dog owner can 
earn points towards AKC's Fit Dog titles. This fun and 
fitness-focused curriculum was developed by the AKC in 
collaboration with Blue-9 Pet Products. Several of their 
products are highlighted in the courses. Live classes 
provide the needed training equipment. Virtual classes can 
be completed using home items. Instructors use positive 
reinforcement techniques including luring, capturing, and 
shaping. The focus is on using proper form to ensure the 
intended muscles are worked. It is very important to note 
that this program does not address any physical therapy or 
rehabilitation cases; it is not appropriate for dogs 
recovering from injuries or post-surgery. There are three 
levels.

Level 1 is designed to teach foundation skills for a fitness program. Simple fitness exercises stimulate 
the dog’ brain and body, helping eliminate problem behaviors and curb boredom and anxiety. This class 
also really helps dogs learn to slow down mentally and focus, all the while exercising core and 
stabilizer muscle groups.  It is recommended that participants in the class complete at least a puppy 

AKC Rolls Out Fit Dog & Fetch Programs   
by Kathy Swan

AKC-Fetch-Program-Course-Intermediate
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class or the equivalent. Dogs should understand the training game, and be able to focus on tasks 
during class. Owners should understand lure-reward based training methods, though capturing and 
shaping as training concepts may also be used in class. 

My 10-month old Schipperke, Julee is currently enrolled in a virtual class. She will graduate the end of 
February. Skills she is developing, such as tuck sit, fold back down and Cavaletti poles, nest nicely 
with her other activities (rally, agility fundamentals and Parkour). Others, spin left and right, nose 
touch and rear leg pivoting will used for her Novice Trick title. I am a CGC evaluator and have 
completed all three levels of Fit Dog Instructor course.

Titles added AKC Fit Dog program added a titling option in January 2023. The titles are designed to 
provide a structured, individualized fitness plan that you can do with your dog. There are three levels 
of AKC fitness titles - Bronze (FITB), Silver (FITS), and Gold (FITG). Each title requires a specific 
number of activity points to be completed, which varies based on title level ( ,  and 5 points 10 points 20 
points). The minimum number of points must be earned in at least two categories. The titles are 
noncompetitive, and dog owners choose different activities to earn titles. Titles must be earned in 
sequence.

Within each level, there are six categories of activities to choose from to earn your points. (Details for 
each category appear in the ):Participant Guide

A. AKC Fit Dog Course
B. Runs (community runs such as a Turkey Trot, Spring Scurry, etc.)
C. Walks and hikes (Independent or Group)
D. Unique to You and Your Dog (e.g., swimming, Parkour)
E. AKC title that is fitness related (e.g., FAST CAT, agility)
F. AKC Parent Club Performance Titles (e.g., pack dog, sledding)

As with all AKC events, there are rules, forms, checklists and documents required. The process is 
less complicated than it seems initially. AKC provides the following “How to Get Started”:

1. Begin by reviewing the AKC Fit Dog Checklists. Each variation of checklists ( , , ) Gold Silver Bronze
requires various levels of commitment, so it is important to evaluate which level is best suited 
for you and your dog’s activity level.

2. Next, with the checklist in hand, take a look at the  and review the program’ Participant Guide
rules

3. After reviewing the participant guide and checklist. You must now decide which activities you 
and your dog would like to complete to earn your title. (I.e., Fit Dog Course, Walks, Swimming, 
etc.)

4. Once you have completed your specific activities you can fill out the title forms.

5. Submit the 1) Title application, Checklist, and required documentation to 
https://www.apps.akc.org/title-application-portal/

Getting to gold I started working on Fit Dog titles in October 2023 with my girls. FITB only requires 
six points. We participated in a virtual Barkoberfest walk. I use the free MapMyWalks app on my 
iPhone. It records the distance, duration, date, time and even our pace (average minutes per mile). 
Plus it shows a map of your walk. I love it! We received three points for that walk in Category C. My 
older dogs have AKC titles (see complete list of fitness related titles at the AKC website).  So I 
submitted NAP for Missy, BN for Glory and RN for Jenny in Category E (worth two points). As a 
puppy, Julee is restricted on titles she can earn. I chose Category D “Unique to You and Your Dog” for 
her. I contacted AKC to verify that a Parkour Training level title would be acceptable (Training level is 
the only one available for dogs younger than 18 months). I submitted our first applications via USPS. 
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There are several items required. First is the Title Application Form, which has your dogs AKC 
registration information, second is the Checklist, where you identify the categories you are using and 
finally are Documentation Forms. The organizer of the Barkoberfest walk signed and returned my 
Documentation forms electronically. Application fee is $30 per title. Our certificates arrived in about 
five weeks.

 For their FITS titles in December, we participated in two more virtual walks found on Facebook and 
again recorded them in Category C (worth six points). I used the following titles: RI for Missy, RE for 
Glory and DCAT for Jenny. This competed their additional four points. I was becoming more familiar 
with the point system and documenting our activities. We participated in the AKC Turkey Trot 5k in 
November. In order for Julee to receive credit for the walk, I needed to submit the MapMyWalk screen 
shot with the documentation form. We also completed another virtual 5k (Reindeer Run) through my 
local county parks and recreations department. The coordinator of the event electronically signed my 
documentations. Julee earned six points in Category B (we didn’ actually run) as well as the six points 
in Category C with the older dogs. Again, I sent the forms and payment via USPS. Due to the 
holidays, certificates took six weeks. Because Julee’ paperwork was sent in after the first of the year, 
her certificate came in three weeks.

FITG requires a fitness related AKC title. If your dog only has one title, save it for Gold! The higher 
your dog’ title level is, the more points available in Category E. I used the two 5k runs in Category B 
(Turkey Trot and Reindeer Run) for the three older dogs. These were worth 12 points. Glory and 
Jenny got their remaining eight points from the FCAT titles (advanced level). Missy’s BCAT was worth 
two points. She still needed six more. So, I took Missy and Julee on two more Category C walks. I 
used application portal to apply for the three adults’ FITG in January. Their titles appeared on the 
online records within a week. Julee completed two more Category B runs but still needs an AKC 
fitness related title.  She turns one in April, when the FAST CAT season starts here in western 
Washington. She’l be ready for gold. 

Until further notice, titles previously earned for categories E (Fitness Related AKC titles) and F 

(Parent Club Performance titles) will be grandfathered.  This means that if your dog earned a 

title before the AKC Fit Dog titles began, you may count it. Each title may only be counted one 

time toward an AKC Fit Dog title. For example, if your dog earned the Novice Agility title before 

AKC Fit Dog titles began, you may count it. If it was used for the Bronze AKC Fit Dog title, the 

Novice Agility title may not be submitted again.

SCA Versatile Schipperke Program was expanded to include Fit Dog December 2023. The first 

team to complete their award using Fit Dog titles was Stephanie Woodrow and Ritz. 

Fit Dog walks are a great reason to get outside and enjoy time with your Schipperke(s). I am fortunate 
to have a friend that enjoys walking dogs with me. Please contact me if you have Fit Dog questions or 
I can help in anyway.

The following are excerpts from the AKC website explaining Fetch.

AKC Fetch titles were created as another activity in which owners could have fun with their dogs in 
the. Earning AKC Fetch titles provides opportunities for both physical and mental exercise. While 
some dogs are natural retrievers, AKC Fetch, especially at the advanced levels, will involve teaching 
new skills such as retrieving. AKC Fetch is designed for all breeds.
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AKC Fetch is a pass-fail noncompetitive test. The four levels of titles (Novice, Intermediate, 
Advanced, and Retriever) assess the ability of the dog to retrieve. In the Advanced and Retriever 
levels, the dog must respond correctly to signals. There is also a memory component in Advanced 
and Retriever because a retrieving bumper or ball is dropped (or thrown) behind a blind where it 
cannot be seen. For each of the four titles, the dog must pass the test twice under two different 
approved AKC Fetch judges. Dogs six months and older registered with the AKC may participate.

AKC Fetch provides a form of exercise for dogs and their owners. Dogs learn new skills and many 
handlers will learn to teach a skill (i.e., retrieving) they have not previously taught. Fetch titles are fun 
to earn and can be used as a required title for earning the Gold level of Fit Dog. 

Novice dogs earn the FTN (Fetch Novice) title by retrieving a tennis ball (or equivalent), retrieving 
bumper (also called a dummy) or a toy that has been thrown 30 ft. The course has four distractions. 
The dog goes between these to retrieve the ball. The dog can see where the ball has been thrown. 
The distractions are boxes, and the course may include one “un”distraction such as a lawn chair or 
lawn ornament. 

The dog must do three single retrieves. In a single retrieve or “ingle,”one ball is thrown the dog is 
given the cue by the handler (e.g., “etch it!”, then the dog retrieves and brings the ball to the handler. 
The 3 singles will be thrown in any order chosen by the handler. There must be one ball thrown to the 
left, one to the center, and one to the right.

Intermediate dogs earn the FTI (Fetch Intermediate) title by retrieving a tennis ball (or equivalent), 
bumper, or toy that has been thrown 50 ft. The course has 8 distractions. The dog must go between 
these to retrieve the ball. The dog can see where the ball has been thrown. The distractions are 
boxes, and the course may include up to two “un”objects such as a lawn chair, or lawn ornaments. 
The dog must do four single retrieves. In any order (handler’ choice), these must be one to the left, 
one to the right, one to center and one more either right or left.

Advanced dogs earn the FTA (Fetch Advanced) title. At this level, retrieving gets serious! The 
distance for Advanced retrieves is 70 ft. The course has three blinds which are screens at least 24 
inches tall, and 10 ft. to 12 ft. wide. As the dog sits at the handler’ side at the start line, a helper drops 
a bumper behind each blind as the dog watches. The handler may also choose to throw three 
bumpers/balls over the blinds. The dog must do two single retrieves and two double retrieves. The 
order is chosen by the handler.

Retriever is the most advanced level of AKC Fetch (FTR Fetch Retriever) titles. The title indicates the 
dog can do advanced retrieving. Dog must pass the test twice to earn the Retriever title. The distance 
for the retrieves is 80 ft. and as with Advanced, the course has three blinds. The blinds are at least 24 
inches tall and 10 ft. to 12 ft. wide. The dog must do two double retrieves and one triple retrieve. The 
order of the doubles and the triple is chosen by the handler. The doubles will be to the center, right or 
left. The triple must be one each center, right, and left (with the order chosen by the handler). 
Bumpers may be dropped by the helper, or the handler may choose to throw the bumpers/balls or 
have a helper throw. A Chuckit! may be used.

Re-courses

Fit Dog Program https://www.akc.org/sports/akc-family-dog-program/akc-fit-dog/

Fit Dog Application Portal  https://www.apps.akc.org/title-application-portal

Email FITDOG@akc.org

Fetch Program  https://www.akc.org/fetch
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It’s for the birds...

AKC-Fetch-Program-Course-Novice

Fetching statue at a park

Fit Dog Certs

Ritz VSA
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From The Archives 
Bulletin Summer 2005

Schipperkes at Work - Linda Webb

Many of us are aware of how we use Schipperkes for showing in conformation and as the family pet. But how 
many of you are aware of some of the other jobs Schipperkes do? Jobs like search and rescue, therapy, 
obedience, agility, and service dogs. Schipperkes truly are a very versatile breed. Their quick speed and small, 
compact body make them an ideal dog for the many jobs we ask of them. Each month, I plan to cover one of 
these wonderful Schipperkes and the job that they do.

Pat Boggs has four Search and Rescue (SAR) dogs and two up and coming. During an interview, I asked Pat 
some questions about her work with these wonderful Schipperkes.

**Linda:** What kinds of work do you and your Schipperkes do?

**Pat:** In 1992, I got involved in Search and Rescue with K-9's. I chose Schipperkes as my breed. I specialized 
in cadaver, trailing, and water searches. I moved into disaster, forensic, and burned victims, after certifying in the 
other fields. Right now, I have one "Live find" that is disaster certified. Bo will only find people who are alive. He is 
used for lost, missing, and weather-related disasters, where getting out the living is our priority. Fox is now a Mass 
Casualty certified SAR dog. After the 9/11 bombing, I started to study for what is called CADASTER DOG, which 
is one able to do disaster searches for human remains, or what is called DNA pieces. He passed in Oct 2003, and 
we were accepted for National call up in April 2004. He is also a Forensic recovery dog. He helps gather human 
evidence at the crime scene. Magic is a Cadaver sector dog with a larger zone of search for human remains. He 
will cover outwards of 500 feet from me and return to "tell" me when he makes a recovery. His specialty is water. 
He has several "finds" where the water is up to 130 feet deep. He also can find humans who are buried. Magic 
was a replacement for Wooly, my tracking, trailing, water recovery dog that retired in 2002 at 11 years of age. He 
had over 40 water recoveries.

**Linda:** How long have you been working with your Schips in this field?

**Pat:** I started training in December of 1992. I started a new search unit in 1994, where we have certified 
special training in murder and criminal investigation as well as the usual wilderness, water, disaster, and urban 
tracking.

**Linda:** What does it take for a person to get involved in working with Schipperkes in Search and Rescue?

**Pat:** The requirements are dedication to training, love of the community, devotion to the saving of humanity, 
and the love of a very special breed that is intelligent, agile, brave, and filled with high energy. The important part, 
of course, is TIME. For training (2 years for a basic level), for searches (go at the drop of a hat whenever called), 
and to help promote the area dogs to local police forces. You have to have skills in problem-solving, radios, 
compass and map reading, EMT, navigation of wilderness terrain, and crime scene recovery for law enforcement.

**Linda:** What kind of training does it take to keep up with your Schips' job?

**Pat:** The first level is just scent comprehension. It's imprinting and teaching indication for either live or dead 
human. Basic obedience, basic control in agility, and swimming all play a part in the makeup of a basic level dog 
trainee. The second level takes time for National seminars. I attend at least one a year to keep current and to test 
my national level dogs for certification, and to add to the basic skills of the foundation. It is here that we build the 
"specialty" for the dog. It's different for each, according to the talents of each Schip. The third level is at about the 
fourth year. The dog is now working in the chosen skill, and has passed to the highest level of scent work. The 
dogs are called out the most for high-profile cases and criminal investigation. They are trustworthy, don't lie, and 
work independently. They usually have several years of fieldwork in searches and can be relied on to have a 
higher rate of recovery.
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**Linda:** What is the hardest part for you and your dogs working in this area?

**Pat:** The stress of recovering children, or maybe being under threat from the drug powers as we investigate 
the murders. Of course, we are guarded while working, but it does not extend to our homes where we can be 
under watch and threat if we are required to give evidence against them. Or maybe the sorrow we experience 
from the families we care so much about.

**Linda:** Can you tell us about your hardest search?

**Pat:** I think about all of the 250 searches we have done in the past 12 years, and the last year has been when 
we are called out far more often. This past March, we got involved in a murder investigation in a small Ozark 
community that was very much untamed wilderness. The dogs helped to locate evidence of blood and a deep 
dug-out area where Fox had indicated there might be a body buried. The other 3 dogs with me all confirmed the 
location. Magic tried to dig it out. The police were digging it up as we left. The situation escalated when the police 
served a warrant on the neighbor, an extremist, and the officer had been shot. The manhunt lasted all week. On 
Friday, while at the Memphis show, I learned they had finally found the killers, all three of them. We had assumed 
the missing wife was also dead, but she was found in their company.

On Tuesday, we got a call back. And Fox HAD been right about the dug-out pit. The murderers had indeed dug it, 
burned the victim, then scooped him up and moved him somewhere. Our job was to find his scattered bones. Fox, 
Magic, and two other cadaver search dogs worked along a two-mile back dirt road. About a mile and a half later, 
we located bone fragments. The forensic anthropologist with us confirmed they were human, but it was Fox that 
confirmed it. I moved off with a "find more" command. Magic and Fox moved about 100 feet to the left and located 
the scattered remains that had been plowed and harrowed into the road bed for over 300 feet. The police had 
been driving back and forth over it for five weeks. The search was now just a recovery for DNA. Fox, along with 
the other three dogs, located over 150 pieces of bones, teeth, and clothing evidence, no piece larger than a 
quarter. The teeth and skull fragments had DNA available for identification. The arrest for "murder one" has been 
filed, and the three are awaiting trial. The case was solved by a small black search dog, after two days of long, 
hard work. They never shut down or stopped looking. Magic, Fox, and the other two, Dare and Hunter, never gave 
an inch. Exhausted at times, they would rest for a spell and go back to work. Courage and intelligence in small fur 
wrappers.

**Linda:** What is your greatest joy?

**Pat:** To watch my dog do his job so well that we can make a difference in the life of one family. Even if we don't 
make a "live" find, we can bring "closure" to the family. The ability to KNOW what happened and lay the loved one 
in peace. To bring home a lost child, safely.

**Linda:** What was your most memorable search?

**Pat:** The search for a cancer survivor child and his brother who were missing in a car accident. The car had 
plunged into a cold, half-frozen river between Christmas and New Year's. I had two dogs, plus my Schips, working 
in boats with temperatures in the teens. I desperately wanted to find that child. The first child was recovered along 
with the car when it was pulled out of the water. The second was still missing. At 2, he was so tiny, and the river 
long and twisty. I finally located a scent zone and went to rest the Schips. About an hour later, we had his Barney, 
her purse, a dollar bill, and finally his body. I had hoped for a child I could revive, as mammalian reflexes often 
allow us to resuscitate a drowned small human in frigid waters. It was not to be. He had sustained head trauma in 
the accident.

**Linda:** What kind of awards have you received in this field?

**Pat:** Many letters of thanks from local law enforcement and Offices of Emergency Services. I was the first 
runner-up in 2000 and 2001 for the Award Of Excellence from the American Kennel Club. Also, the AKC Award of 
Excellence first Unit Award ever given for the training and service of five top SAR dogs in 2001.
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**Linda:** What is your mission with your job with your Schips?

**Pat:** We live to serve, that others may live. To train the very best SAR dog to serve our community and country 
as needed.

**Linda:** What other information would you like to share about you and your dogs' job?

**Pat:** I would like to say that not many understand what goes into working a dog for this type of job. Only one in 
35 dogs make it. And of those that do, only one in 50 are ever great enough for the top team. It is a job where we 
have to get up at any time and GO. It doesn't matter if I am at dinner, sleeping, or at a dog show. The call comes 
in, we load and leave within 30 minutes. I may be there for a few hours or days. I never know what conditions I will 
encounter, or what dangers I may face.

I have to think on my feet, carry what I need, and trust my canine companion to the max. And he must trust me the 
same way. I cannot be fussy or prissy about the sleeping arrangements and food; and neither can he. I must be 
able to give 110% at all times, no matter how tired the dog or I seem to be...a human life is at stake.

My Schips are not only my partners in SAR; they are my closest friends and companions. I take them everywhere. 
They share my food, my bed, and my everyday life. To reach the levels I have with SAR, and do it with a 
Schipperke, is a tribute to the breed's strengths and courage. It would never be the same for me with any other 
breed.

**Linda:** Thank you, Pat, for taking the time to share your story with us.
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Schipperke Club of America Regional Clubs 

EASTERN REGION 
(AL, AR, CT, DC, DE, FL, GA, IA, IL, IN, KY, LA, MA, MD, ME, MI, MN, MO, MS, NC, NH, NJ, NY, OH, 

PA, RI, SC, TN, VA, VT, WI, WV)  
Should host National in even years. 

(As of 2/1/2024) 

 
COLONIAL SCHIPPERKE CLUB 
Website:    www.schipperkes.org 
Area Served: DC, DE, MD, VA, Southeastern PA  
President: Kristin Morrison 
kristinlmorrison@gmail.com 
Corresponding Secretary: Ruth Levesque 

 
ILLIANA SCHIPPERKE CLUB 
Area Served: IL, IN, IA, WI 
President: Brian Carbone,   daydreamskips@sbcglobal.net

secretary@schipperkes.org 
Treasurer: Carol Burnett,    CarolBurnettVA@gmail.com
Publications: Schip Scoop (Stephanie Woodrow, Editor)  
stephaniewoodrow@gmail.com  
 
ERIE CANAL SCHIPPERKE CLUB 
Website:    www.eriecanalschipperkeclub.com/home
Area Served: NY 
President: Larry Wolfe,   larry33westave@yahoo.com
Secretary: Richard Schalk, rschalk@rochester.rr.com  
Treasurer:  David Hutton 
Publications:  Schip Snips 

Secretary: Joan Schuitema,    j_schuitema@msn.com
Treasurer: Diane Ramsey,  dianeramsey.sca@gmail.com
 
SCHIPPERKE CLUB OF GREATER ST. LOUIS 
Area Served: IL, MO 
President: Melissa Grueninger,    mgmnmknl@yahoo.com
Secretary: Lynn Hartke,  hartkelk@gmail.com
Treasurer: Diane Ramsey,   dianeramsey.sca@gmail.com
 
SOUTHERN MICHIGAN SCHIPPERKE CLUB 
President: Gary Hester.   ghester19@aol.com
Secretary: Mary Sosnowski,   Snowpineskip@icloud.com
Treasurer:  Jaime Stanchina,   Embraceskips@gmail.com
 

WESTERN REGION 
(AK, AZ, CA, CO, HI, ID, KS, MT, ND, NE, NM, NV, OK, OR, SD, TX, UT, WA, WY)  

Should host National in odd years. 

 
CASCADE SCHIPPERKE CLUB  
Website:    www.cascadeschipperkeclub.org
Area Served: AK, ID, MT, OR, WA, WY 
President: Lisa Haines,    haines.lm@yahoo.com
Secretary/Treasurer: Grant Fredricks   
granita.fredricks@gmail.com  
 
CENTRAL ROCKIES SCHIPPERKE CLUB OF GREATER  
DENVER, INC. 
Website:    www.schipperke.com
Area Served: CO, NM, WY and UT 
President: Michelle Worthington   
mkworthington70@gmail.com  
Secretary: Susan Geiger      susan.geiger23@gmail.com
Treasurer: Barbara Murray,   barbil@schipperke.com
 
LONE STAR SCHIPPERKE CLUB 
Website:  www.lonestarschip.com
Area Served: Dallas/Fort Worth, TX Metroplex  
President: Beth Lilly,    bethalilly@gmail.com
Secretary: Beverly Henry,   chestara@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Lezlie Hall,   lezliewhall@me.com
 

 
SCHIPPERKE CLUB OF CENTRAL ARIZONA  
Area Served: Arizona 
President: Vicki Marks,   schipvmaz@gmail.com
Secretary: Jessica Toner,   AZschiplvr@yahoo.com
Treasurer:  Ken Marks,  kmarks5638@gmail.com  

SCHIPPERKE CLUB OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA  
Website:   www.schipperkeclubofsoutherncalifornia.com
Area Served: California 
President: Maureen Garrity    margar01@yahoo.com
Secretary: Diane Johnson   willowskip@gmail.com
Treasurer:  Karen Ward,  karen@klward.net
 
 
 
 
 Please send updates to Regional Clubs Chair,  

Brenda Nilio, 
  Bnilio63@gmail.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Schipperke Club of America, Inc. – see  for more https://schipperkeclubofamerica.org/nationalspecialty/
information. 
SCA Parent Club Specialty – April 22, 2024, Roberts Center, Wilmington, Ohio  Conformation – Janice 
McClary, Hacienda Heights, CA 
Juniors – Janice McClary, Hacienda Heights, CA 
Sweepstakes – Marcia Galiga, Fort Worth, TX 
Obedience – Fred Buroff, Conover, OH 
Rally – Fred Buroff, Conover, OH 
SCA National Specialty – April 23 – 26, 2024 
Conformation – Don Hanson, Scottsdale, AZ 
Juniors – Don Hanson, Scottsdale, AZ 
4-6 Month Beginner Puppy – Lynette Niemann, Felixstow, Australia 
Stud Dog, Brood Bitch, Brace & Team – Lynette Niemann, Felixstow, Australia  Futurity – Lorrie Carlton, 
Plymouth, MI 
Maturity – Dr. Larry Letsche, DVM, Plymouth, MI 
Sweepstakes – Rich Mysliwiec, Lancaster, TX 
Obedience – Linda MacDonald, West Salem, OH 
Rally – Linda MacDonald, West Salem, OH 

Fast CAT – Saturday, April 20 and Sunday, April 21, 2024 – each day two trials will be held  by Hamilton Dog 

Training Club, Inc. at K9 Splash Zone, 9386 National Rd., Brookville, OH. 

Katie Maess, Event Secty., 8872 Snider Rd., Mason, OH 45040. trialsecy@gmail.com Entries  open February 1, 

2024 at 8:00 am Eastern time and close April 10, 2024 at 6:00 pm Eastern time. 

Entry fee: $20.00. For more information and premium list, go to: 

. http://hamiltondogtraining.com/trials–events.html

Colonial Schipperke Club 

Spring SchipNic will take place on Saturday, May 4th from noon - 3 p.m. at the home of club  member Carol 
Burnett, 1921 N. Westmoreland St., Arlington, Virginia. Colonial will provide  food, water, and paper products.  
We will be having a general membership meeting (guests are  welcome to attend) along with a raffle that benefits 
the Schipperke Rescue Network (SRN) and  Midwest Schipperke Rescue.  For more information, contact Carol 
Burnett at .carolburnettva@gmail.com  

Spring Specialty will be held on Saturday, May 18th with the Carroll Kennel Club's all-breed  show at the Howard 
County Fairgrounds in West Friendship, MD.  Following the conclusion of  judging, Colonial will host a luncheon 
and raffle in addition to our club's membership 
meeting.  All Schipperke enthusiasts are welcome to attend.  For more information, contact our  show chair, 
Katharine Baptiste @ .  Carol Burnett will be handling the luncheon event and Katharinebaptiste@gmail.com
should be contacted if you have any questions. 

Fast CAT events (a total of six events) will be held Friday, May 31st through Sunday, June 2nd  at the 
Walkersville Volunteer Fire Company, 79 West Frederick St., Walkersville, MD. These events are open to All AKC 
breeds along with All American Dogs. 
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 Two events will be held  each day.  Entries open Friday, 4/19.  Event Secretary is Ching Yu 

( ). Any Fast  CAT questions should be directed to Stephanie Woodrow at ching@cyu.com

stephaniewoodrow@gmail.com. 

Erie Canal Schipperke Club 

No response received 

Illiana Schipperke Club 

No response received 

Schipperke Club of Greater St. Louis 

Regional Specialty 
March 1-3, 2024 
Schipperke Club of Greater St. Louis, Specialty  
March 1, 2024  
Purina Farms, Gray Summit, Missouri 
Sweepstakes Judge Kent Meyer 
Regular Classes Judge Shelley Hennessy 
Junior Classes Judge Shelley Hennessy 

Friday's Specialty is followed by 2 all-breed shows hosted by Belle City Kennel Club on March 
2 & 3, 2024. 
Saturday, March 2, Judge Dana Cline 
Sunday, March 3, Judge Timothy Catterson 
Show Superintendent  Foy Trent
https://foytrentdogshows.com 

Agility Trial 
June 14-16, 2024 
All-breed agility trial held Dog Sports at Kim’s, Caseyville, Illinois, 
Trial secretary, Theresa Corcoran, Game On K9 Events, Theresa@gameonK9events.com 
https://gameonK9events.com 

Southern Michigan Schipperke Club 

No response received 

Cascade Schipperke Club 

No response received 

Central Rockies Schipperke Club 

No Response received 

Lone Star Schipperke Club 

October 7, 2024 Back-to-Back Specialties at North Texas State Fairgrounds, Denton,  Texas. 

Morning Show – 4-6 Month Beginner Puppies. Sweepstakes, Conformation and Junior  Showmanship. 

Afternoon Show – Sweepstakes, Conformation and Junior Showmanship. Join us  for lunch at our 

famous Texas Feedbag. Everyone gets a free meal. Overnight parking for RVs. 

Close to restaurants and right behind a Kroger. Beth Lilly is Show Chair with Lezlie Hall as coshow 

chair. Caper is show secretary. Entries close September 18, 2024. 

Schipperke Club of Central Arizona 

Nothing to Update. 
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Schipperke Club of Southern California 

May 31 and June 1, 2024 Two Concurrent Specialties at Summerfest. Ventura County 
Fairgrounds, CA: First concurrent show Friday, May 31, 2024, conformation and junior 
showmanship judge – John Ramirez(P):  second concurrent show Saturday, June 1 ,2024 
conformation and junior showmanship judge – Adrian Quesada. Four all-breed shows May 30-
June 2, 2024, same location. Thursday, May 30 Lompoc Valley KC Judge: Ken Roux (P); 
Friday, May 31 Channel Cities KC Judge: Sharon Newcomb; Saturday, June 1 Santa Maria KC 
Judge: Paullet DeLong; Sunday, June 2 Ventura County Dog Fanciers Association Judge: Harry 
(Butch) Schulman. Thursday and Sunday shows will have supported entries. 
 

Please send updates to Regional Clubs 

Chair, Brenda Nilio, 

Bnilio63@gmail.com  

The Bulletin Spring 2024 - Page 43







Southern Michigan Schipperke Club
Regional Specialties Results

Southern Michigan Schipperke Club –Regional Specialty Results
Friday, December 1, 2023

PUPPY SWEEPSTAKES  - Judge: Mrs. Linda Clark  

6 & Under 9 Months Dogs 
1 /BOSSW (21) Embrace Rocket Man. Owner: Jaime Stanchina & Emma Stanchina. 

9 & Under 12 Months Dogs
1 (17) Sarava-N-Doreve-N-Kiara Winter Ice Cube. Owner: Sara Name & Vicki Hester3021. 

Junior, 12 & Under 15 Months Dogs
1 (7) Whispering Pines-Kiara Covert Ops Navy Seal. Owner: Jessica Plourde & Jessica Smith & Vicki 
Hester & Gary Hester. 

6 & Under 9 Months Bitches
1 /BSW (14) Rivendel Some Kind Of Wonderful. Owner: Amy Halterman Laura Halterman.
2 (28) Rivendel's Middle Earth Shadow. Owner: Mary S Cox & Amy Halterman & David Haines. 

Junior, 15 & Under 18 Months Bitches
1 (32) Kiara-Sarava-Whispering Pines Covert Affair. Owner: Vicki Hester & Sara Beth Name & Gary 
Hester. 

Veteran Sweepstakes 

10 Years & Under 12 Years Dogs
1 /BVSW (11) GCHS CH Sarava's Peacemaker With Kiara. Owner: Sara Name & Gary Hester & Vicki 
Hester.

10 Years & Under 12 Years Bitches
1 /BOSVSW (22) GCHG CH Kiara LJ Kool Kool LJJ. Owner: Gary & Vickie Hester
 

SCHIPPERKES Judge: Ms. JoAnne R. Schullier 

9 & Under 12 Months Dogs
Sarava-N-Doreve-N-Kiara Winter Ice Cube 01-14-23. Breeder: Dorothy Clem. By CH Kiara-N-Sarava 
Kool Kool As Ice - Doreve's Quintessential Spirit. Owner: Sara Name & Vicki Hester. 

12 & Under 18 Months Dogs
Whispering Pines-Kiara Covert Ops Navy Seal 09-28-22. Breeder: Vicki Hester & Gary Hester. By 
GCHB CH Whispering Pines Covert Op - CH Kiara Ljj Kool Kool L4j Owner: Jessica Plourde & Jessica 
Smith & Vicki Hester & Gary Hester 

Bred by Exhibitor 
6 & Under 12 Months Dogs
1 /W /AOM (3 Pts.)19 Seacrest New Kid On The Dock 01-18-23. Breeder: Kimberly Piszczek, Dale 
Piszczek. By CH Delamer Dune Just Fine - GCH CH Seacrest Serenading Sailors. Owner: Kimberly 
Piszczek & Dale Piszczek.
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2/R21Embrace Rocket Man 05-19-23. Breeder: Jaime & Emma Stanchina. By CH Ebony Sands Come 
Sail Away - GCH Embrace Chasing A Pot Of Gold. Owner: Jaime Stanchina & Emma Stanchina. 

Puppy, 6 & Under 9 Months Bitches 
128 Rivendel's Middle Earth Shadow 03-17-23. Breeder: Amy Halterman & Laura Halterman. By GCHP 
CH Rivendel's Barefoot Bandit - CH Rivendel's Embrace The Sass. Owner: Mary S Cox & Amy 
Halterman & David Haines. 

12 & Under 18 Months Bitches .1/R32 Kiara-Sarava-Whispering Pines Covert Affair  08-18-22. 
Breeder: Vicki Hester & Sara Beth Name & Gary Hester. By GCHB CH Whispering Pines Covert Op - 
GCH CH Kiara Brandy On My Mind With Sarava. Owner: Vicki Hester & Sara Beth Name & Gary Hester. 

Bred by Exhibitor 
6 & Under 12 Months Bitches
1/W/BW/BP/BBE (3 Pts.)14 Rivendel Some Kind Of Wonderful 03-17-23. Breeder: Amy Halterman 
Laura Halterman. By GCHP2 CH Rivendel's Barefoot Bandit - CH Rivendel's Embrace The Sass. Owner: 
Amy Halterman Laura Halterman

A16Expedition's Skies So Blu In Malibu CGC TKI 12-04-22. Breeder: Mariah A Jeon & K Davis. By 
GCHG CH Daradan's On The Fast Track - GCHB CH Crosswind's Journey To Serendipity CGCA CGCU 
TKI. Owner: Mariah A Jeon.

 American-Bred Bitches
124  Zephyr Wind Of Leia's Legacy 10-10-19. Breeder: Cynthia Lewis. By GCHB CH Chatelet Ebonorth 
Frankly My Dear BN CGC TKN - CH Zephyr Winds Of Time. Owner: David Haines & Mary Cox. 

Open Bitches
120 Kiara-N-Maestros Torched Cherry 06-17-17. Breeder: Vickie & Gary Hester & Glenda & Charles 
Hernandez. By CH Shalako Bacardi At Kiara - Maestro's Promise To Shalako. Owner: Vickie & Gary 
Hester & Glenda & Charles Hernandez

Veteran, 8 Years & Under 10 Years Bitches
1(30) GCH CH Rivendel's Chasing Rainbows. Owner: Jaime & Emma Stanchina & Amy Halterman.

Veteran, 10 Years & Under 12 Years Bitches
1/BVET/AOM22 GCHG CH Kiara LJ Kool Kool LJJ  09-22-13. Breeder: Gary & Vickie Hester. By CH 
Shalako Bacardi At Kiara - CH Kiara My T Joy Of The Game. Owner: Gary & Vickie Hester 

Best of Breed Competition
SEL (4 GCH Pts.)11GCHS CH Sarava's Peacemaker With Kiara 11-16-12. Breeder: Sara Name & Gary 
Hester & Vicki Hester. By CH Shalako Bacardi At Kiara - Kiara's Peace For Sarava. Dog. Owner: Sara 
Name & Gary Hester & Vicki Hester. 

SEL (5 GCH Pts.)12 GCH Embrace's Chasing A Pot Of Gold 09-01-20. Breeder: Jaime & Emma 
Stanchina & Amy Halterman. By GCH Ebony Sands N Telstars Mercury Rising - GCHB Rivendel's 
Chasing Rainbows. Bitch. Owner: Jaime & Emma Stanchina.

OS/BOBOH (5 GCH Pts.)15 GCHB Seacrest Ocean Commotion 06-24-18. Breeder: Kimberly 
Piszczek. By GCHB Chatelet Ebonorth Frankly My Dear BN CGC - GCH Delamer Seacrest Sea The 
View. Dog. Owner: Kimberly Piszczek & Dale Piszczek.
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AOM 18 GCH CH Kiara Brandy On My Mind With Sarava 09-20-16. Breeder: Sara Name & Gary & 
Vickie Hester. By CH Shalako Bacardi At Kiara - CH Kiara's Indigo At Sarava. Bitch. Owner: Vickie Hester 
& Sara Name & Gary Hester. 

BB (5 GCH Pts.)26CH Delamer Summer Sand Elle  06-17-21. Breeder: Krista J Nuovo-Roe. By GCHB 
CH Delamer Summer Hotter Than Others - CH Delamer Sandy Cheeks Sittin ' On The Beach. Bitch. 
Owner: Krista J Nuovo-Roe.

JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP COMPETITION Judge: Ms. JoAnne R. Schullier 

Novice Junior 
1 (8) GCHG CH Kiara LJ Kool Kool LJJ 09-22-13. Breeder: Gary & Vickie Hester. By CH Shalako 
Bacardi At Kiara - CH Kiara My T Joy Of The Game. (Schipperkes. Bitch. No. 22). Owner: Gary & Vickie 
Hester. 
Norah Procunier Jr. Handler 

Novice Intermediate 
1 (6) GCH CH Kiara Brandy On My Mind With Sarava 09-20-16. Breeder: Sara Name & Gary & Vickie 
Hester. By CH Shalako Bacardi At Kiara - CH Kiara's Indigo At Sarava. (Schipperkes. Bitch. No. 18). 
Owner: Vickie Hester & Sara Name & Gary Hester. 
Jr. Handler

Open Senior 
1/BJ (7) GCHS CH Sarava's Peacemaker With Kiara 11-16-12. Breeder: Sara Name & Gary Hester & 
Vicki Hester. By CH Shalako Bacardi At Kiara - Kiara's Peace For Sarava. (Schipperkes. Dog. No. 11). 
Owner: Sara Name & Gary Hester & Vicki Hester. 
Katryna Smith. Jr. Handler 
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Southern Michigan Schipperke Club –Regional Specialty Results
Friday, December 1, 2023 (Second Specialty)

Sweepstakes - Judge: Ms. Jean Callens 

Puppy, 6 & Under 9 Months Dogs
1 BOSSW (21) Embrace Rocket Man. Owner: Jaime Stanchina & Emma Stanchina

9 & Under 12 Months Dogs
1 (17) Sarava-N-Doreve-N-Kiara Winter Ice Cube. Owner: Sara Name & Vicki Hester. 

Junior, 12 & Under 15 Months Dogs
1 (7) Whispering Pines-Kiara Covert Ops Navy Seal. Owner: Jessica Plourde & Jessica Smith & 
Vicki Hester & Gary Hester. 

15 & Under 18 Months Bitches
1 /BSW (32) Kiara-Sarava-Whispering Pines Covert Affair  Owner: Vicki Hester & Sara Beth Name 
& Gary Hester. 

Veteran Sweepstakes

10 Years & Under 12 Years Dogs
2 (9) Talawanda's Rumor Has It With Sarava. Owner: Dorothy Clem.

1 BVSW (11) GCHS CH Sarava's Peacemaker With Kiara. Owner: Sara Name & Gary Hester & 
Vicki Hester. 

8 Years & Under 10 Years Bitches
1 BOSVSW (30) GCH CH Rivendel's Chasing Rainbows. Owner: Jaime & Emma Stanchina & Amy 
Halterman. 

10 Years & Under 12 Years Bitches.
1 (22) GCHG CH Kiara LJ Kool Kool LJJ. Owner: Gary & Vickie Hester. 

SCHIPPERKES Judge: Ms. Cheryl Paterson 

9 & Under 12 Months Dogs
1 (17) Sarava-N-Doreve-N-Kiara Winter Ice Cube 01-14-23. Breeder: Dorothy Clem. By CH Kiara-
N-Sarava Kool Kool As Ice - Doreve's Quintessential Spirit. Owner: Sara Name & Vicki Hester. 

12 & Under 18 Months Dogs 
1 /R (7) Whispering Pines-Kiara Covert Ops Navy Seal 09-28-22. Breeder: Vicki Hester & Gary 
Hester. By GCHB CH Whispering Pines Covert Op - CH Kiara Ljj Kool Kool L4j. Owner: Jessica 
Plourde & Jessica Smith & Vicki Hester & Gary Hester. 

Bred by Exhibitor, 6 & Under 12 Months Dogs
1 /W (3 Pts.) 21 Embrace Rocket Man 05-19-23. Breeder: Jaime & Emma Stanchina. By CH Ebony 
Sands Come Sail Away - GCH Embrace Chasing A Pot Of Gold. Owner: Jaime Stanchina & Emma 
Stanchina. 

 American-Bred Dogs
1 9 Talawanda's Rumor Has It With Sarava.10-28-12. Breeder: Bette Wynn & Julianne Puckett. By 
GCH Talawanda's Makers Matk - Shalako N Talawanda's Etched In Diamonds. Owner: Dorothy Clem. 
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6 & Under 9 Months Bitches
1 (28) Rivendel's Middle Earth Shadow  03-17-23. Breeder: Amy Halterman & Laura Halterman. By 
GCHP CH Rivendel's Barefoot Bandit - CH Rivendel's Embrace The Sass. Owner: Mary S Cox & Amy 
Halterman & David Haines. 

12 & Under 18 Months Bitches
1 (32) Kiara-Sarava-Whispering Pines Covert Affair 08-18-22. Breeder: Vicki Hester & Sara Beth 
Name & Gary Hester. By GCHB CH Whispering Pines Covert Op - GCH CH Kiara Brandy On My Mind 
With Sarava. Owner: Vicki Hester & Sara Beth Name & Gary Hester. 

Bred by Exhibitor, 6 & Under 12 Months Bitches
1/ W/ BW/BP (5 Pts.)14 Rivendel Some Kind Of Wonderful 03-17-23. Breeder: Amy Halterman Laura 
Halterman. By GCHP2 CH Rivendel's Barefoot Bandit - CH Rivendel's Embrace The Sass. Owner: Amy 
Halterman Laura Halterman. 

Bred by Exhibitor, 12 Months & Over Bitches
1 (10) Kurakuma U Gotta Bear By The Tail. NP 76880501. 07-23-22. Breeder: Leigh Dudley & Mrs 
Gay Kuehnel-Hisatake & Dawn Bannister. By Noerkom Morions Luntik Malysh - Owyhee's Jukebox 
Baby. Owner: Dawn Bannister.

American-Bred Bitches
1 (24) Zephyr Wind Of Leia's Legacy 10-10-19. Breeder: Cynthia Lewis. By GCHB CH Chatelet 
Ebonorth Frankly My Dear BN CGC TKN - CH Zephyr Winds Of Time. Owner: David Haines & Mary 
Cox. 

2 (34) Rivendel's Mazikeen 12-01-20. Breeder: Amy Halterman & Laura Halterman. By GCH CH 
Rivendel's Ringmaster - CH Rivendel's Embrace The Sass. Owner: Amy Halterman & Mary Sosnowski. 

Open Bitches
1 /R (20) Kiara-N-Maestros Torched Cherry. NP 47481102. 06-17-17. Breeder: Vickie & Gary Hester 
& Glenda & Charles Hernandez. By CH Shalako Bacardi At Kiara - Maestro's Promise To Shalako. 
Owner: Vickie & Gary Hester & Glenda & Charles Hernandez. 

Veteran, 8 Years & Under 10 Years Bitches
1 /BVET/ AOM (30) GCH CH Rivendel's Chasing Rainbows 07-06-15. Breeder: Amy Halterman. By 
GCH Delamer N Rivendel Catch My Drift - Rivendel's Winter Is Coming. Owner: Jaime & Emma 
Stanchina & Amy Halterman. 

Veteran, 12 Years & Over Bitches
1 /AOM (22) GCHG CH Kiara LJ Kool Kool LJJ. NP 36249901. 09-22-13. Breeder: Gary & Vickie 
Hester. By CH Shalako Bacardi At Kiara - CH Kiara My T Joy Of The Game. Owner: Gary & Vickie 
Hester. 

Best of Breed Competition 
SEL (5 GCH Pts.) (12) GCH Embrace's Chasing A Pot Of Gold 09-01-20. Breeder: Jaime & Emma 
Stanchina & Amy Halterman. By GCH Ebony Sands N Telstars Mercury Rising - GCHB Rivendel's 
Chasing Rainbows. Bitch. Owner: Jaime & Emma Stanchina. 

SEL (5 GCH Pts.)15 GCHB Seacrest Ocean Commotion 06-24-18. Breeder: Kimberly Piszczek. By 
GCHB Chatelet Ebonorth Frankly My Dear BN CGC - GCH Delamer Seacrest Sea The View. Dog. 
Owner: Kimberly Piszczek & Dale Piszczek. 
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OS /BOBOH (5 GCH Pts) 19 Seacrest New Kid On The Dock 01-18-23. Breeder: Kimberly 
PiszczekDale Piszczek. By CH Delamer Dune Just Fine - GCH CH Seacrest Serenading Sailors. Dog. 
Owner: Kimberly Piszczek & Dale Piszczek. 

BB (5 GCH Pts.) 26 CH Delamer Summer Sand Elle 06-17-21. Breeder: Krista J Nuovo-Roe. By GCHB 
CH Delamer Summer Hotter Than Others - CH Delamer Sandy Cheeks Sittin ' On The Beach. Bitch. 
Owner: Krista J Nuovo-Roe. 

JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP COMPETITION Judge: Ms. Samantha Aimar 

Novice Junior
1 (8) GCHG CH Kiara LJ Kool Kool LJJ  09-22-13. Breeder: Gary & Vickie Hester. By CH Shalako 
Bacardi At Kiara - CH Kiara My T Joy Of The Game. (Schipperkes. Bitch. No. 22). Owner: Gary & Vickie 
Hester.
Norah Procunier. Jr. Handler. 

Novice Intermediate
1 (9) Loki Poke Yoki  05-18-19. Breeder: Deanna Cranfill. By Dee's Little Sunny - Dees Little Pericous 
Angel. (Schipperkes. Dog. No. 0). Owner: Margaret Whitfield. 
Sarah Mann. Jr. Handler 

Open Intermediate
1 (6) Kiara-Sarava-Whispering Pines Covert Affair  08-18-22. Breeder: Vicki Hester & Sara Beth 
Name & Gary Hester. By GCHB CH Whispering Pines Covert Op - GCH CH Kiara Brandy On My Mind 
With Sarava. (Schipperkes. Bitch.). Owner: Vicki Hester & Sara Beth Name & Gary Hester. Madyson 
Smith. Jr. Handler 

Open Senior
1 /BJ (7) GCHS CH Sarava's Peacemaker With Kiara. 11-16-12. Breeder: Sara Name & Gary Hester & 
Vicki Hester. By CH Shalako Bacardi At Kiara - Kiara's Peace For Sarava. (Schipperkes. Dog. No. 11). 
Owner: Sara Name & Gary Hester & Vicki Hester. 
Katryna Smith. Jr. Handler 

2 (10) GCH CH Rivendel's Chasing Rainbows 07-06-15. Breeder: Amy Halterman. By GCH Delamer N 
Rivendel Catch My Drift - Rivendel's Winter Is Coming. (Schipperkes. Bitch. No. 30). Owner: Jaime & 
Emma Stanchina & Amy Halterman. 
Mary Grace Kocab. Jr. Handler 
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Morning Specialty
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Afternoon
Specialty
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