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Message from the SCA President
Lee Ann Stusnick – Lstusnick@aol.com

March 1 marks the beginning of a new club year with five officers and four of the eight 
total directors assuming office. Please welcome these individuals who have agreed to 
serve:

President - Lee Ann Stusnick,  Lstusnick@aol.com
Vice President - Virginia Larioza, v.larioza@protonmail.com
Corresponding Secretary - Barbara Moore, Bmoore582@gmail.com
Recording Secretary - Beverly Henry, chestara@yahoo.com
Treasurer - Brenda Nilio, bnilio63@gmail.com

Directors - Terms expire in 2024
Brian Carbone, Daydreamskips@sbcglobal.net
Sherry Gill, sherrykgill@gmail.com
Melissa Gruenger, mgmnmknl@yahoo.com
Jaimie Stanchina, Embraceskips@gmail.com

Directors - Terms expire in 2023
Sue Altmeyer, nordicsft@gmail.com
Viola Hale, vihale.sca@gmail.com
Donna Kenly, markkenly@aol.com
Vicki Marks, vmarks.sca@gmail.com

AKC Delegate - Betty Jo Patrick,  (Honorary member of board)schipyr@gmail.com

As you read this, SCA is on the cusp of holding its 2022 National Specialty Show. The 
show will be held Tuesday, April 19 though Friday, April 22. The site will be the Roberts 
Center in Wilmington, Ohio. There are many opportunities for fun, learning and getting 
together with friends, not to mention showing our Schipperkes in conformation and 
performance events. The Top 20 theme will be 50s Rock & Roll. I'll be getting my circular 
skirt with the Schipperke on it made up to wear for sure. For more information, please 
visit the website  or visit on Facebook @scanational.http://www.scanational.com
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This Half-Page Ad Space Could Have Been Yours!
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I recently purchased The Genius of Dogs: How Dogs Are Smarter Than We Think by Brian Hare and 
Vanessa Woods. 

In the last ten years, there has been something of a revolution in the study of canine intelligence. We 
have learned more about how dogs think in the past decade than we have in the previous century. 

Brian Hare is an evolutionary anthropologist who studies many 
different species in order to understand human cognitive evolution. 
This recent research has revealed a number of ways dogs seem to 
solve social problems more similarly to human infants than many 
primates. Comparisons to other species suggest the possibility that 
some of these skills are the result of domestication. Dog cognition 
researchers have modeled their approach after developmental 
psychologists studying human infants

His book explains how cognitive science has come to understand the 
genius of dogs through experimental games using everyday objects 
such as toys, cups, balls, and “anything else lying around.” He 
designed his first experiments in his family's garage with his dog 
Oreo. Scientists have been able to peer into the cognitive world of 
dogs and see how they make inferences and solve new problems. 
We all have opinions about how smart our dogs are. Now we have 
extensive scientific literature that sometimes supports or doesn't 
support these opinions. The authors reviewed thousands of scientific 
papers relevant to the study of dog cognition. They reference more 
than six hundred of these papers in their book. This book provides a 
comprehensive review of dog cognition, or “dognition.”

The many flavors of genius

Cognitive science views intelligence in animals differently. Scientists examine how successfully animals 
have managed to survive and reproduce in as many places as possible. 

The dog is arguably the most successful mammal on the planet, besides us. Dogs have spread to all 
corners of the world, including inside our homes, and in some cases onto our beds. While the 
majority of mammals on the planet have seen a steep decline in their populations as a result of 
human activity, there have never been more dogs on the planet than today. 

What Is Genius?

Alfred Binet designed the first standardized intelligence tests in the early twentieth century. His goal was to 
identify students in France who should receive extra scholastic attention and resources. His original test 
evolved into the Stanford-Binet Intelligence Scale. These IQ tests provide a very narrow definition and do 
not measure the full capabilities of each person. 

In recent years, other views of intelligence have emerged. Harvard psychologist  proposed Howard Gardner

the theory of . His theory also suggests that traditional views of intelligence are too mul�ple intelligences

limited. Gardner advocates that all people have different kinds of "intelligences." A cognitive approach is 
about celebrating different kinds of intelligence. Genius means that someone may be exceptional with one 
type of cognition while being average or below average in another. 

Animal Genius

In animals, researchers are usually more interested in what a species as a whole is capable of, rather than 
each individual animal. Since animals cannot talk, scientists pinpoint their particular genius by giving them 

By Kathy Swan

Bulletin Spring Issue 2022 Page 12

https://www.verywellmind.com/howard-gardner-biography-2795511
https://www.verywellmind.com/what-kind-of-intelligence-do-you-have-3867398


puzzles. They just need to make choices. These choices reveal their cognitive abilities. By presenting 
the same puzzle to different species, we can identify different types of animal genius. As with people, 
just because a species looks like a genius in one area does not mean its members are geniuses in 
other areas. 

Testing Animals Around the World
First, scientists look for genius in animals by comparing one species to another. Often, the challenges 
different species faces in the wild have provided them with different kinds of genius. Some dance, 
some navigate, and some have figured out how to have diplomatic relations with other species. 
Second, they look for genius in animals by testing their flexibility to solve new problems by making 
inferences.

Dr. Hare takes the readers on a journey that crisscrosses the world to study animal intelligence. He 
travels to Russia to see first hand how generations of fox bred on a fur farm had physically changed 
and perform tests. After his visit to Siberia, Hare reexamines popular theories of dog domestication and 
he wanted to investigate his hypothesis on self-domestication. 

He next visits a Conservation Society that houses New Guinea Singing Dog in Eugene, Oregon to test 
their abilities at reading human gestures. From there, he travels deep into the Congo basin to 
rediscover a long-lost relative, the bonobos. Chimpanzees and bonobos are our two closest living 
relatives. Hare provides an in-depth comparison between these two animals.  

Testing Dogs

While researching Dr Hare's work, I found an abundance of free classes related to animals available 
on Coursera. This included one presented by Brian Hare:

Dog Emotion and Cognition will introduce you to the exciting new study of dog psychology, 
what the latest discoveries tell us about how dogs think and feel about us, and how we can use 
this new knowledge to further strengthen our relationship with our best friends. Approximately 22 
hours over eight weeks.

I was so engrossed it the book, I completed the course in two weeks! As part of the class, I signed up 
at Dognation to play the four free cognitive games discussed in the lectures. The more I read, the more 
I wanted to learn. I opted to pay a reduced fee (20% off) to enroll Missy for her complete profile. The 
results of her tests are in my article “Dognation Testing.”

I highly recommend this book. It is insightful, scientifically based and fun to learn about how dogs came 
to be our best friends. 

Another interesting read is the National Geographic special publication entitled The Genius of Dogs 
(April 10, 2020) available from EBay, Amazon and other used book outlets. 
Resources: 
Coursera h�ps://www.coursera.org

Coursera Dog Emotion and Cognition h�ps://www.coursera.org/learn/dog-emo�on-and-cogni�on

Dognation dogni�on.com/mooc

National Geographic July 14, 2021 Some Dogs Are Geniuses—Just Like Humans 
h�ps://www.na�onalgeographic.com/animals/ar�cle/some-dogs-are-excep�onally-gi�ed-and-talented 
OSU Human-Animal Interaction Lab h�ps://thehumananimalbond.com/ 
Smithsonian Magazine December 2020 The New Science of Our Ancient Bond With Dogs 
h�ps://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/new-science-ancient-bond-with-dogs-180976226/

The Genius of Dogs

Bulletin Spring Issue 2022 Page 13

https://www.coursera.org
https://www.coursera.org/learn/dog-emotion-and-cognition
https://eventing.coursera..1xyYTs5LMLTtAs2HonjHAiUqNmlgyjYA8fxz6RX2SaE
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/article/some-dogs-are-exceptionally-gifted-and-talented
https://thehumananimalbond.com/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/new-science-ancient-bond-with-dogs-180976226/




Citizen Science is public participation in scientific research. It represents This is a relatively new term. 
a partnership between professional scientists and volunteers to gather or process data in an effort to 
better understand and address a scientific problem. Scientists may create a citizen-science program to 
capture more or more widely spread data without spending additional funding. Modern advances in 
technology make citizen science more accessible. 

History
Although citizen science is a relatively new term, people have contributed to scientific research for 
years. One of the oldest examples of citizen science is the National Audubon Society's Christmas Bird 
Count. Started in 1900, groups of volunteers collect information about local populations of birds across 
the United States and Canada between December 14 and January 5. 

How do dog owners become Citizen Scientists? 
I first read this term last year when I signed Missy up to be part of the Dog Aging Project. [See my 
article in Bulletin Winter 2020 Issue]. I joined the team working together to accelerate medical 
breakthroughs for dogs and humans. Since then, I have learned more about the term and found 
additional ways to participate. Dognition is a citizen science program that collects and analyzes data 
through fun, science-based games to help reveal how dogs see the world. 

What is Dognition?
The Dogni�on Assessment is a series of 20 interactive games that test five dimensions of dogs' cognition: 
communication, memory, and reasoning skills, plus how cunning or empathetic they are. Leading 
experts on dog behavior and intelligence developed the tests. They are fun and easy to play at home. 
An individualized Dognition Profile Report provides results on a spectrum.
Four tests were included as part of the course I was taking. I registered Missy to take them all. Using 
many treats and a few props (plastic cups and pieces of paper), we tested in my living room. You will 
need a helper. Missy tested over a few evenings. With treats involved, she was eager to play.  

There are  (definitions are directly from the Dogntion ):nine profiles dogni�on.com/mooc

Ace (Top Dog): 10% of all dogs -Aces are problem-solvers, socially elite, bond well and are 
good at almost everything. 
Charmer: 16% of all dogs - Charmers have exceptional social skills, meaning they can read 
human body language like a book.
Socialite: 22% of all dogs - Although they rely less on independent problem solving skills than 
other dogs, don't jump to any conclusions about the Socialite's intelligence. They rely on a very 
specific strategy - using the humans in their pack to get what they want. 
Expert (Problem Solver): 7% of all dogs - Dogs with this profile have all of the cognitive tools 
they need to solve most of their daily problems on their own. They have a relatively strong 
memory along with the ability to solve many types of problems they've never seen before.
Renaissance Dog (Dog of All Trades): 12% of all dogs. These are the canine embodiment of 
reliability. Rather than being completely dependent on individual cognitive strategies, 
Renaissance Dogs show impressive flexibility across all five cognitive dimensions.
Protodog (Pioneer): 15% of all dogs - A Protodog is a spontaneous pooch that bonds easily 
and can solve problems on its own or with people. 
Einstein: 3% of all dogs - 'Einsteins' are the brainiacs. They can solve new problems by 
looking at the facts in front of them, a key attribute of a genius. However, like brilliant people, 
Einstein dogs can be socially awkward.
Maverick (Lone Wolf): 7% of all dogs - With cognitive characteristics closer to their wolf 
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Dognation

ancestors than most other dogs, Mavericks are relatively unique in the dog world. These dogs 
definitely prefer to tackle problems independently. 
Stargazer (Free Spirit): 8% of all dogs - Usually considered to be aloof by their owners, 
Stargazers have their own often misunderstood type of genius. Generally their cognition is 
geared towards self-reliant and present-minded strategies, rather than being overly concerned 
with past events and human collaboration. They have a wild, wolf-like side which can be a great 
compliment to the lifestyle of a rugged individual.

Missy is an ACE. The following are excerpts from her 16-page report.
Missy is the dog with it all. An accomplished problem solver with great communication skills, Missy has 
everything that makes dogs special, and a little more besides. You can feel lucky to have such a 
talented dog as part of your pack.

Empathy - Reading and responding to the emotions of others
Missy's empathy scores were off the charts. Missy certainly stands out from the small dog crowd. 
She absolutely adores you.
Communication - Using information from others to learn about the environment
Missy's performance was highly collaborative. This is a remarkable skill. Missy did so well in this 
game that her skills are similar to those of a human infant.
Cunning - Using information from others to avoid detection
Missy is an extremely obedient dog. She is a rare dog who not only obeys your command; she 
also wants to please you so much that she will resist temptation - whether you are paying 
attention or not.
Memory - Storing past experiences to make future choices
Missy has an amazing working memory. Missy skillfully searching for an object that has briefly 
disappeared. For her, out of sight is definitely not out of mind.
Reasoning - Inferring the solution to new problems
Missy just aced the most difficult games in the Assessment. She can solve a new version of a 
problem she has seen before, and spontaneously solve new problems she has never seen 
before. This is a sign of true genius.

Consider testing
The test results did not surprise me. Missy willingly tries new sports for the fun of being together. She is 
a solid agility partner and is very responsive. Missy will seek out someone in pain and give comfort. 
Consider testing one or all of your dogs. I recently expanded my membership to include more dogs and 
more games.

Resources
Dognation    dogni�on.com/mooc

Daily Beast Apr. 14, 2017 Dognition: The Myers-Briggs Test for Your Dog 
h�ps://www.thedailybeast.com/dogni�on-the-myers-briggs-test-for-your-dog 
PLOS ONE Journal Citizen Science as a New Tool in Dog Cognition Research 
h�ps://journals.plos.org/plosone/ar�cle?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0135176
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Dognation
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Schipperke Club of America Regional Clubs 
As of 2/1/2022 

 
EASTERN REGION 

(AL, AR, CT, DC, DE, FL, GA, IA, IL, IN, KY, LA, MA, MD, ME, MI, MN, MO, MS, NC, NH, NJ, NY, OH, 
PA, RI, SC, TN, VA, VT, WI, WV)   
Should host National in even years. 

 
COLONIAL SCHIPPERKE CLUB 
Website: www.schipperkes.org  
Area Served: DC, DE, MD, VA, Southeastern PA 
President: Joanna Ortiz 
Corresponding Secretary: Stephanie Woodrow 
     secretary@schipperkes.org 
Treasurer: Carol Burnett 
Publications: Schip Scoop (Stephanie Woodrow, 
Editor) 
 
ERIE CANAL SCHIPPERKE CLUB 
Website: www.eriecanalschipperkeclub.com/home  
Area Served: NY 
President: Larry Wolfe, larry33westave@yahoo.com 
Secretary: Richard Schalk, rschalk@rochester.rr.com  
Treasurer: David Hutton 
Publications: Schip Snips 
 

 
ILLIANA SCHIPPERKE CLUB 
Area Served: IL, IN, IA, WI 
President: Brian Carbone 
Secretary: Barbara Moore, bmoore582@gmail.com 
Treasurer: Diane Ramsey 
 
SCHIPPERKE CLUB OF GREATER ST. LOUIS 
Area Served: IL, MO 
President: Melissa Grueninger 
Secretary: Lynn Hartke, hartkelk@gmail.com 
Treasurer: Diane Ramsey 
 
SOUTHERN MICHIGAN SCHIPPERKE CLUB 
Area Served: MI 
President: Gary Hester 
Secretary: Mary Sosnowski, snowpineskip@icloud.com  
Treasurer:  Jaime Stanchina 
 

 

WESTERN REGION 
(AK, AZ, CA, CO, HI, ID, KS, MT, ND, NE, NM, NV, OK, OR, SD, TX, UT, WA, WY)   

Should host National in odd years. 

 
CASCADE SCHIPPERKE CLUB  
Website: www.cascadeschipperkeclub.org  
Area Served: AK, ID, MT, OR, WA, WY  
President: Lisa Haines 
Secretary/Treasurer: Grant Fredricks  
granita.fredricks@gmail.com  
 
SCHIPPERKE CLUB OF CENTRAL ARIZONA 
Area Served: AZ 
President: Vicki Marks 
Secretary: Dennis Hart, DennisHart1@cox.net 
Treasurer:  Ken Marks 
 
CENTRAL ROCKIES SCHIPPERKE CLUB 
Website: www.schipperke.com   
Area Served: CO, NM, WY 
President: Karen Testa, Schipplr.123@gmail.com   
Secretary: Meredith Schmidt, 
crscsecretary@schipperke.com 
Treasurer: Barbara Murray 

SCHIPPERKE CLUB OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
Website: www.schipperkeclubofsoutherncalifornia.com 
Area Served: CA 
President: Kathy Navarrete 
Secretary: Diane Johnson willowskip@aol.com   
Treasurer:  Karen Ward,  karen@klward.net 
 
LONE STAR SCHIPPERKE CLUB 
Website: www.lonestarschip.com 
Area Served: Dallas/Fort Worth, TX Metroplex 
President: Beth Lilly 
Secretary: Beverly Henry, chestara@yahoo.com 
Treasurer: Lezlie Hall 

 

Please send updates to Regional 
Clubs Chair, Vicki Marks, 
vmarks.sca@gmail.com 









The Bulletin June Issue 
Will Feature...

The Results of the SCA 2022 
National Week of Events
  
Remember that every win is special at a 
Specialty 

Share Your Experiences

Let Us Know What You Learned While 
Attending The National

Bulletin Spring Issue 2022 Page 25




